From the
Headmaster

Headmasters™ articles in Schodl maga-
zines are ol primarily intended to give a lree
pull o people engaged in ather commeercial
activities, Howewer exceplions come dlong
from time to Lime, one of them being that
mast excellent gssurance socicly, the Equita-
ble Lafe, whech has recently widened its scops
by producing a guide o Independent Schools,
Thasis cerlainky mod the firstof the few neither
i it likedy 1o be the lastof the many bt i does
dilfer fromother guides inone or lworespects
in that it mekes cenain unusual statements
about Lhe character and style of Schools, Also
i gives lists of their famous old alumni, a
rumiber of whom, nol surpeisingly, ane senior
Comservative politicians whose shell-life has
been terminated rather abruptly at some time
since 197Y. Information is in addition given
ahoun the expenditure which senios schonls
have put into their plant. One such School in
Morth London has spent £10 million in the
last seven years and knowing the School in
question quile well Ican say with confidence
thal every penny of this was necessary o
prevent the whole ancient apparatus from
sliding off its hilliop perch into the valley
bebow.

Doesiheexpenditure of £10million make
a belier School? A hypothelical question as
far & Brocksford, or indeed any other prep
schonl, is concemed. | have always argued
the case for the best possible equipment and
facilities but there is a danger in assuming
that spending money is the only thing that
determines quality. Those of usold cnough o
have had & wartime education remember that
facilities consisted of boring food, dim light
bulbs, infrequem central heating and, For 5
slar prep schools only, 3 tinshed inthe winter
time m which 1o kick a foodhall aroamd. T
woukd surprise those of you brought up inthe
swinging sixlies (o know that while there
were undoubded dumps, we, on the whole,
believed our schools to be first-class - and
they were, They were led with compassion,
vigour, vision and strong Christian faith. They
exeeplified, in an admirable way, the Eng-
lish quality, perhaps now lost, of making the
best of diflicull croumstances, We did not
yawnover videos but the Saturday night thrill
was o walch crackly black and whites where
thee sound track, if it worked atall, wastotally
divarced from the action,
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This is not nosialgia nor is it to-claim that
the old days wene betier, In some respects,
yex but on the whale no. It is Bowever an
argument for simplicity. We want 1o wach
our children and inspire them to be the best
poople they are capable of being and for this
cquipment is panly innclevad and personal
posscssions lolally so. We must teach them o
resist all the hidden persusders of the “bay,
buy, buy” vanely a5 well a5 those which are
oul in the open. People who are cluttered up
with the paraphemalia of life easily end up by
thanking 1o much about the things they own
andl then by talking about them - other than
babbling aboul one's ailments or one's chil-
dren this is the quickest way of boring onc's
neighbour known o man. Good ald Mr, and
Mrs. Average-Brilon may work up anxiety-
reurdses aboat Szlmonella, Aids and Mad
Cow  Discase  bul  conspicuous
consumptionitis is a far more wide-ranging
infiection and its symploms 1o, al any rate for
the outsicke observer, are faidy wnpleasant
O can of course be a Luddite, wm one’s
back on machingry and drink camot juice but
this is hardly helpful. Computers, Fax ma-
chines and the like are with us to stay for a3
long as it takes to invent something lo super-
spde them. Children must be conversani with
technology bal e hear some educationalists
talk one might gain the impression that this is
all that England eapects of her young. A
balance has v be sirock betwesen the techni
cal angd the moral - between what humans
need and whal God wanis. Iftechnology were
all we might just a8 well swilch o breeding
robods and relieve parenis of parenthood.
Where joy would then be found is another
Question,

On Radio 4 this moming Sir Claus Moser
wis scathing aboul English education - soon,
he believes, W be the worst in Nonthern
Europe, He also maintaing that we are look-
ing through the wrong end of the telescope
and that we will only build a kappier country
by deciding on our ideals for socicly in years
to come and then framing educational poli-
cies 10 fin our children for this society, ena-
bling themn 10 help build it when their time
comes. Heaven knows this will be difficuly
enough and if two-thinds of young people
continue 1o leave school at sixieen, it may
take hall a lifetkme. W all know that some
children, better suited 1o vocalional raining,
would not bene it from staying until cighteen.
Yet there are thousands every year who leave
under-cxiended and unchallenged, for whom
o light has ever been lil. Unless ey later in
their careers make 2 massive effon they are

stuck for ever with the penalty of ravelling in
life's second-class comparuments. Much bad
teaching has been done in the name of equal-
ity, and much more will be done. Ironically
this aim of equality, admirable inconcepion,
sbsurd in execution, has mecani thal those
who were unequal before are now meve un-
egualthanever. ILiscenainly possible to hold
our usual scapegoal, the Prime Minister, re-
sponsibli for all this. The English have al-
ways preferred blaming someoneclse - thatis
why the Australians coined the phrase
Whingeing Poms. It might however be more
honest o lay the blame at the door of lumpen,
stidgy Leaching - the uninspiring leading the
uninspired, Certainly many schools are ex-
ceplions and cemainly (0o it s unforuage
hiorme circamstances, nod schools, which are
oftenio blame for disaifecied children. How-
ever this obscures the main point which is
that most schools don’t work hard enough -
houssare 100 shorLand objectives are foo Jow,
One does not need 1o be acynic 1obelieve that
&0 long as school buses are losded wilh ada-
lescents ready o go home on the dot at half-
past three there is no chance it the GNP,
af this country will ever catch up with thatal
Germany or Japan.

Once, when asked about the thousands in
Calcuta for whom she had neither time nor
moncy Mother Theresa replied “AllTcan do
is all | cando’. The greal issues in education
iy sadden us bul there is nod much we can
do abowd them, The small isswe which wecan
dosomething abouliscalled Brockslord Hall
and though small it 15 very imporiant. How
w prepare children for the future is a conten-
tiows issue but in this neck of Derbyshine we
shall eontinue Lo pul Common Enirance Maths
gihowve Diplomas in Life 3kills, a balanced
diet which they don™t always like above the
junk foods which they usually do and wif-
discipline above sell-indulpence, Outof s21f-
discipling comes sell-realisation. To leamio
Gowithoul somelimes -henesy 10 suggestitin
i consumer sociely - docs all of s fal-cals 2
power of good and it will do Lhe samse lorour
children. In the old days, when grammar
rated prominently in French weaching 1 used
b0 &5k my classes why the first imegular verh
they leamed was Ere and e secomd avodr.
The answer was - bocause *in be” is much
mire important than *1o have' - something
fior chibdren to remember both here and here-

afier,




Prize Giving 1990

A cold, damp June was followed by a few dismal days in July
but by Prize Giving sun and warmith had returned. There was 3
good wmout of parents and fmends w welcome Mr, Darrcll
Farrant and his wife from Abbotsholme.

The Chairman of Governors gave his customary spocch of
greeting, thanking parents and most cspecially, the Friends of
Brockslord, for the support tey had given wthe School in the past
YA,

In his speech reviewing the year the Headmaster drew atben-
ton to the tremendous scope of Brocksfordian achievement
during the previoas twelve months - academic, musical, anistic,
dramatic and athletic, He lud siress on the devotson of the staff
and on the importance of having people of such calibre in
providing the vilality and high moral siandards which make
children happy and secure. Particular thanks were given 1o all

thoseancillary staff whoplay aninconspicuous bul vital role inthe
well being of the School,

Mention was made of the progress achieved in the physical
rchabilitation of the School, especially the virwal completon of
plans for the modernising of the weaching rooms,

Inawitty and original speech the Headmasterof Abbotsholme
warned us of the dangers inherent in trying 1o trade in pedestrian
and time-expired headmasters for something better. Often it
didn"t work. He emphasised the impontance of prep school/scnior
school links and spoke convincingly of his belicfs as to whal our
educational aims should be,

AL the conclusion of his spéech Mr, Farrant presenicd the
Prizes and Cups. The usual farewells, both happy and sad, were
sand to the leavers and withan an hour children had dispersed and
the academic year 1YEY-4H) had been laid to rest - apart from the
mevitable small rearguard of those crecping shame-facedly back
for a forgodicn suilcase, lennis racket or gerbil.

Prizes and Cup Winners 1990

FREES

FRE-PREF

o Fraze Emma Hollix

Induzary Prize Liwen Whinaks

FRIF Form Irebuiary

Junor Form Micels Quirtersas Amber Rydeni® abic Owgn

Fowrm T G Young Simon Mackay

Farm [T Chirmilopher Todll) Faverna Blcllingrworid

Catberine Larme

Farm J¥k W atherw [usriorman Heers Smith'® oeearime Crack

lnchaatry Poiats Mathew Quamarman

Farm I¥a Aihinh Ghasdiah Nicholur Brod ¥ FFryer
Specially Commendad: Kevia Marms/
Fepen Woolicy

Farm VIV Jamen Partingion Ilekem Barthert W bagail Ball

Jackaow Enphak Prige Smion Darwen
Beaz Fresch Prze lames Partingion
Aldan Hirtsry Pr FHiekem Bartbeii
Siddamr Science Priae Catherme [isme
Fodsnmen Maths Price Jumes I
dokn Boberts Geography Prae Charles Ashwerth
Sholey Netwrad Wantory Friae Btk Crawiond
Spezully Commended: Rotcannt Cook/
Fachal Hramdon
Fusdrary Prie Rtk Crawlond
Hutery Pragect Simem Curwen
2ndl Fupert Crawlond
Ind= Richard Crolifames Pulireg
Charchill Spokin English Hzken Hantlens
Marshall Rudimg [epeoveemend Prae Lauise Brown

LIPS

Mure Cup Rorsiadend Kem

Wollgnion Seagor Art Cap Hoaalind Kena
Specially Commesded
Hoscamne Cook

Waddis g Progres Cip

(Progresr ower e Fear] Thomas (roosdal

Eeech Lodge Trophy

Crackeien Cigy Suholes Beodie

Laeereass Compadar Cap H-I'Tlf ﬂ.eppud.

Berch Lawdge f"xmlrud{.'q: Sicven Trecik

Harrar Fosng Sporirwcesan’'s Trophy  Sara Lang

Teanir Cup Muholes Brode

Tom B Sanping Cap Mahih Ghadiali

Teen! Fuwlt.il'l'-m.r [ i | T [eeidall

Kimglr Wicke! Compeiinion Joweph Henry

H.:hl':'ﬂ:ll!.:mIFlu'iﬁm.nh.p Cp Eekard Crole

Meadmasior's Fieldiag Frize Tiemothy W ars

Taser Plowns Foundis Fledmiickl

e Plowrs Criciad Cup yahford

Paer Plowir Py Cap Fl=bmiichl




House Captains Salvete

HOLMFIELD Abigal Ball Christian Standage. Charles Dodes. Simon Mackay, Peter
HASSOP Charles Ashwarth Robents, Gavin Young, Craig Hicklin, David Kent, Michacl Wilcox,
_ Nicola Quarierman, Matthew Kay, Benjamin Smith.
ARD apent o] From the Pre-prep. Simon Bartlett, Jamic Chell, Caroling
DOYERIDGE Sienon Clarwen Murray, Amber Ryvder, Lucinda Noakes, Katrine Owen,
James Partinglon
HEAD BOY T Prize Winners throughout the Year
CAFTAIN OF FOOTBALL James Pickening
CAPTAIN OF NETBALL Rcsalind Kent Yousg Footballer Chtian Sundage
CAPTAIN OF RUGGER Sarmeon Claraen Young Hughy Player Seewen Tawvell
CAPTAIN OF HOCKEY Jusmees Packening Young Hockey Player Nichulas Bradis
CAFTAIN OF GIRLS' HOCKEY  Almgal Rall Fimdrs i Timeodhy Wy
CAFTAIN OF CRICKET Timoihy Wasr Acting Cup Samon Curwen, Christopher Wikcon
CAPTAIN OF ROUNDERS Sar Lang Back Suge Rusper: Crawdand
Young Gul Hockey Player Lamiize Brown
Snocker Ishimg Huswain
T Chess Jamies Peckering
1 a]EtE Crafis Cop Dcanns Adans

Charles Ashworth and James Partington o0 Abbotsholme.
simon Curwen 1o Oakham. Abigail Ball to Howell's. Sara Lang Lo
Malvern. Christopher Wilcox to Replon. Lois Ashcrofl o Stockport
G.5. Emma Deaville 10 Howell's, Rupert Crawford and Ruth
Crawford 1o Queen Elizabeth’s, Ashbourne. Alun Hathaway. Neil
Churchward. Adam Jackson. Amber Ryder.




